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Book Reviews 



The Law of Eminent Domain. By Philip Nichols. Second 
Edition. Matthew Bender & Co., Albany, N. Y. 1917. pp. cclii, 
1577. 2 vols. $15.00. 

The first edition of this work, published in 1909, was both 
smaller in compass and more restricted in scope than the present 
treatise. Its subject was confined to a discussion of the consti- 
tutional limitations upon the power of eminent domain. Within 
the sphere of constitutional law it was a book of distinct merit. 
But, notwithstanding the existence of a few notable books, the 
field for a complete treatise on the subject of eminent domain was 
open and inviting. 

In the preparation of this work the author has used to ad- 
vantage an extensive professional experience. The writing of 
his first edition shortly after graduation from law school 
strengthened his grounding in the principles of his subject. 
For the preparation of the second edition he has had noteworthy 
practical experience. During eleven years he was assistant cor- 
poration counsel for the City of Boston, and since his resignation 
from that office he has been retained by the State of Massachusetts 
to draft an act to provide a uniform method for the taking of land 
for public purposes. 

We find in this new edition a well-rounded treatment of an 
important branch of the law. It seems especially strong on the 
procedural side, and accordingly of exceptional value to the 
profession. 

W. C. J. 

Sales of Stocks and Bonds. By Milford J. Thompson. 
Barnard and Miller, Chicago, Illinois. 1915. pp. xxv, 208. 

The reviewer is at a loss what to say, and deems it safest 
to let the author speak for himself as to his purpose and con- 
clusions : 

"There is a universal violation of the law of sales in the 
present methods of delivering shares of stock, as they are 
always delivered to deliver the rights they represent in the 
issuing corporation's profits, business, and property 

"The failure to make lawful deliveries of titles to the rights 
so represented by shares of stock in the issuing corporation's 
profits, business and property, is the cause of all fraud between 
corporations and their stockholders, and invites illegal combina- 
tions between corporations, in restraint of trade." p. xi. 

"When a party accepts a deed or bill of sale or stock certificate. 
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he does so to acquire the titles to the property described, or 
property interests in the property described and represented by 
the deed, the bill of sale or the stock certificate." 

"This is why a stock certificate must convey the rights (title) 
in the corporation property that the shares represent, and warrant 
the stockholder's free enjoyment thereof; just as a deed or bill of 
sale must convey the title to the property it represents, and 
warrant the buyer's free enjoyment thereof. Neither a deed, a 
bill of sale or a stock certificate, that does not convey title to 
property, or interests in property, conveys nothing. A right to 
such title is not an ownership and may never ripen into an owner- 
ship or title by conveying the title." p. 87. 

The last citation occurs on page 103. 

A. T. W. 

The Law of Interstate Commerce. By Frederick N. Judson. 
3rd Edition. T. H. Flood & Co., Chicago, Illinois. 1916. 
pp. xxix, 1066. $7.50. 

The pioneer treatise on the Act to Regulate Commerce was 
offered in 1905 by Mr. Frederick N. Judson of the St. Louis bar. 
At that date the law was still in the formative period, the Com- 
mission had hardly found itself, and the powers allowed to it 
under the decisions of the Courts were woefully inadequate for 
the purposes of the statute. However, a considerable body of 
decisions, both legal and administrative, had come into being, and 
the time was ripe for their compilation and analysis. This duty 
was performed in scholarly fashion by Mr. Judson, a fact 
attested by the authority which his text book has always enjoyed. 

Too frequently the text writer is content with a mere digest of 
of cases, arranged so as to facilitate inquiry into the state of the 
authorities. A true commentary, critical and constructive in 
character, is as rare as it is stimulating. It is given to but few 
legal writers to aid in the moulding of the law. Perhaps the most 
celebrated modern example of effectual text writing is afforded bv 
Judge Dillon's treatise on Municipal Corporations, a work which 
exerted a potent influence upon the future course of the law. No 
less effectual in its field has been Mr. Judson's critique of the 
decisions under the Act to Regulate Commerce. We may briefly 
Illustrate. 

The jurisdiction of the Commission over foreign commerce is 
conferred by language of a very nebulous character. In discussing 
this phase of the Commission's authority, in advance of direct 
adjudication, Mr. Judson ventured the opinion that it covered 
"only that part of the through import or export rate which 
applies to the inland proportion received by the carrier."^ In due 
course the question came before the Commission in the leading 
case of Cosmopolitan Shipping Company vs. Hamburg-American 

1 First ed., § 112. 



